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Year 11 pupils from Humberston School have made some ‘poetry from other cultures’ podcasts. This was part of their revision for AQA GCSE. They are available to listen to at � HYPERLINK "http://tlfe.org.uk/literacy/secondarystrategy/GCSEPodcasts/GCSEpodcasts.htm" ��http://tlfe.org.uk/literacy/secondarystrategy/GCSEPodcasts/GCSEpodcasts.htm�
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This is the box that normally has SATs exam information in it - May just won’t be the same without them!


A reminder that you still need to submit teacher assessments, including p-scales, as before. The deadline for this is Friday 10th July, but you can submit them from 1st May. Make sure you refer to your copy of ‘TARA’ Teacher assessment and reporting arrangements which replaces the key stage 3 Assessment and reporting arrangements (ARA), and sets out statutory arrangements and provides information and guidance on teacher assessment for key stage 3 in 2009. 


 A PDF version is also available to download from the QCA Tests and exams website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.qca.org.uk/ara" �www.qca.org.uk/ara�.
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Charlie Dark





This group will meet again on Thursday 14th May from 4-5pm in the ICT suite at the EDC. This is an informal swapping of  ICT and English resources and this time there will also be a demonstration of the ‘ActivExpressions’ equipment which is available to borrow. All welcome, even if you’ve not been before. NB bring your USB sticks to take all those goodies away with you!








ICT Working Party 








WELCOME BACK! 





I hope you had a good Easter holiday and are looking forward to the term. 





Secondary English and Literacy Across the Curriculum 





Nancy Malkin
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Next HoDs days is 12th May. It will look at AfL and the new Literacy Plus materials. A rep from one from the exam boards will also come and talk about the new GCSEs. 


Please remember to confirm attendance by ringing 323150. 














Literacy across the curriculum is still in the revised National Curriculum and can be found by looking under the ‘general requirements’ section of the revised curriculum website. It is called ‘use of language across the curriculum’.








Information








I am able to fund two Leading English teachers this academic year. This is a great opportunity for standard scale teachers to gain further expertise. It involves hosting visiting teachers in your school and attending some training where appropriate. Further details to follow. 
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Functional Skills








Conferences








(North East Lincolnshire Literacy Information Exchange)
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The next Literacy Across the Curriculum meeting is on 18th June and the next English meeting is on 29th June.


Both meetings are from 4-5pm at The Literacy Centre.


Remember that these meetings are for anyone to attend. They are informal and allow you the opportunity to discuss issues / ideas of your choice. 











Heads of English 











Theatre Groups








ANNOUNCEMENT


On 2nd April Jim Knight, Minister for Schools, announced that it is no longer the intention to introduce Functional Skills as a ‘hurdle’ to achieving GCSE at grades A*-C. FS is still part of the revised National Curriculum at KS4, but there is now no requirement to study or assess it separately. It is however still a requirement for Diplomas. All assessments e.g. for Diplomas, remain unchanged. 





Functional Skills modules 3 and 4 are still being run on 29th April and will cover assessment and Entry Level to Level 1. Please let me know if you have decided not to attend now. A separate planning day has been offered on 10th June to allow time for writing schemes of work. 


The training is aimed at those schools who are piloting diplomas from Sept ’09 but I strongly advise that all schools attend as all schools in this LA, bar three, may be offering diplomas from Sept ’09 so planning needs to start this academic year. 











There is one regional conference this year at Doncaster Holiday Inn. It is for any teacher of English, old or new, and is on 1st - 2nd May. Details of workshops to follow.





I am able to fund anyone who wants to go but please let me know asap if you are interested. 








A reminder of the resources available for transition:


Transition from Year 6 to Year 7 English Units of Work. Ref 0113/2002


Transition and progression in non-fiction writing Years 7 to 10. Ref 0053/2004


There is also a booklet “Shakespeare for all ages and stages” which covers all Key Stages and which might make a useful transition unit.


A reminder too that curricular targets have been useful if you can get them from primary schools.
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Meetings








Don’t forget to choose your option for September. The 3 choices are:


1. Shooting Fish theatre Company (drama workshops)


2. Apples and Snakes (Charlie Dark) – performance poetry 


3. South Asian Arts (SAA–UK) - storytelling. 


The closing date to 


return your forms is 


Friday 1st May. Schools 


will get one session 


funded and MAPAS are 


giving 5 schools funding 


under their separate 


agreements. The idea was that you book 2 sessions for KS3 pupils and then showcase your pupils’ work - poems they’ve written, Drama they’ve created etc - at the Lit.Com festival in October half term.  


Don’t miss out!











Podcasts








Literacy and the Revised Curriculum 








Secondary English





(North East Lincolnshire Literacy Information Exchange)
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