GCSE Language Revision - OCR

	Class 
	Date

	Topic Language revision. 
	Lesson 1

	Lesson aim: To develop pupils’ thinking skills so that they become more independent and confident when tackling unfamiliar exam questions.
GCSE AOs: 3.3 AO3 - WRITING
(i) communicate clearly and imaginatively, using and adapting forms for different readers and purposes.


	
	Timing

	Starter
	Give pupils a ‘fanciful’ statement e.g. black and white cows should be banned - only brown cows allowed. 
Pairs discuss pros, cons and decide whether they agree or disagree with it. 
How did they try and persuade their partner? – which techniques did they use (make a list eg emotive language). 

	10

	Introduction
	Look at assessment criteria showing what needed to get a “C” grade for writing. Discuss AO emphasising imagination. 
	5

	Main Activities
	List of newspaper headlines about issues in society today e.g. drunken behaviour, credit crunch, global warming, youth behaviour, ASBOs. How many do pupils’ recognise? These are the sorts of topics you might be asked to write about in the exam. 

Choose 1 headline and write down some questions you want to know about it. Introduce idea of different types of questions - Who?, Do you think ...?, What if? Use e.g.s from Bloom’s taxonomy. Swap these questions with your partner. (Find out these answers for homework).
Give each group a picture and ask them to come up with a series of questions about it. 
Swap these with another group who then choose one question to discuss and present to the class.
	5
10

5

10



	Plenary
	Make a list of question stems that it would be useful to ask yourself about an exam topic.
	5


	Homework 
	Find out the answers to the questions given you by your partner.

	Resources
	A4 sheet of newspaper headlines about issues in society today.

GCSE assessment criteria.  

Pictures.



	Assessment 
	Q + A.

	Differentiation
	Most able can be given Bloom’s taxonomy and encouraged to set synthesis and evaluative questions.
Least able can be given 1 headline to work on.


	Class
	Date

	Topic Language revision.
	Lesson 2

	Lesson aim: To identify the skills required to summarise effectively. 

                      To identify features of a persuasive argument and use these when 
                      developing own argument.  
GCSE AOs: 3.3 AO3 - WRITING
 (ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features;

(iii) use a range of sentence structures effectively with accurate spelling and punctuation.


	
	Timing

	Starter
	Pose ‘big question’ – ‘Should New Year celebrations be curbed?’ Discuss personal opinions.
	5

	Introduction
	Read newspaper article about stabbings on New Year’s Eve.
	5

	Main Activities
	Using a highlighter pen pick out key points. Write a summary of the article. Pairs evaluate each other’s. 
Make a list of negative statements in the article e.g. “We are horrified ...”. 

Collate these and discuss what sort of technique they are e.g. statistical, emotive, personal viewpoint etc. 


	20
10

	Plenary
	Return to ‘big question’ – ‘Should New Year celebrations be curbed?’ Discuss personal opinions again, whether they have now changed and if so why. Write a paragraph agreeing with this statement.

	10

	Homework 
	Through research (Internet etc) come up with an opposite argument, that new Year is a fantastic time of year eg ‘YouTube’ videos of fireworks at London Eye etc. 

	Resources
	‘Stabbings and drunken violence mar New Year’s Eve across country’ newspaper article. 
Highlighter pens.

	Assessment 
	Peer assessment of summaries.

	Differentiation
	Most able can be asked to discuss what impact the statistics have in this article – how would the article be different if they weren’t there?
Least able can match statements from article to persuasive devices on cards e.g.


            statistics                               “650 emergency calls”



	Class
	Date

	Topic Language revision.
	Lesson 3

	Lesson aim: To identify features of a persuasive argument and use these when developing own argument.  
GCSE AOs: 3.3 AO3 - WRITING
 (ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features;

(iii) use a range of sentence structures effectively with accurate spelling and punctuation.


	
	Timing

	Starter
	Are mobile phones dangerous? Put 2 contrasting headlines on board e.g. :

“No risk to health” says expert study.

“Don't buy phones for primary pupils.”

Pupils discuss in pairs which they find most intriguing / persuasive.


	5

	Introduction
	Show article headline - “Could these be the cigarettes of the 21st century? . . . 'Absolutely'”  –Come up with an alternative attention grabbing one.

	5


	Main Activities
	Read newspaper article. Take feedback – has the article persuaded you or not? 

Pupils draw graph showing their interest in the article paragraph by paragraph. Pairs comapre graphs.
Make a list of statements from the article which could be: 

       FACT    OPINION    COULD BE EITHER

Using highlighter pens, highlight sentence beginnings. Discuss variety used and their impact / effect on the reader e.g. “If we came ...” and “Oh.” 


	15
10
10

	Plenary
	Select one statement from the article which you found most persuasive and explain to a partner why you thought so. 

	5

	Homework 
	Write a final concluding paragraph for the article in the same style. 

	Resources
	Times newspaper article “Could these be the cigarettes of the 21st century? . . . 'Absolutely'”
Reader interest graph blanks. 

Highlighter pens.

	Assessment 
	Peer and teacher discussion about graphs.
Q + A about persuasive techniques found in article. 

	Differentiation
	Most able could practise summarising skills on first few paragraphs. 
Least able could be given specific paragraphs to look at for graph and sentence tasks. 




	Class
	Date

	Topic Language revision.
	Lesson 4

	Lesson aim: To develop strategies for planning. 
GCSE AOs: 3.3 AO3 - WRITING
 (ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features.


	
	Timing

	Starter
	Underline key words from a past exam question on the board. Analyse, review, comment – “Comment on the relationship between human beings and animals.”
	5

	Introduction
	Discuss how these key words then form the basis of a plan. Discuss how many plan their answers, time spent on them in exam etc. How many different ways do they know how to plan? Where do you start with a vague question like that? 
	5

	Main Activities
	Groups consider 4 example plans for the exam question - which plan they prefer and which would be best for the question.

Pupils then write a plan for a different exam question - ‘How independent do you think you are? Do you want more or less independence in your life?’ 
Swap this plan with a partner. Partner to write 1st paragraph of answer.
	10
10

10

	Plenary
	Partner to give feedback to partner on quality / ease of use / usefulness of their plan in getting them started. 
Amend essay plans as necessary according to feedback from partner.


	5
5

	Homework 
	Using the plans from today, write up a full exam answer (or next few paragraphs?), then ‘traffic light’ this using the pupil sheet for writing from the National Challenge materials (Element 4b).

	Resources
	Example exam answers.

Example essay plans.  

List of connectives. 

Pupil self-assessment sheet.

	Assessment 
	The quality of the plans will be peer assessed. 

	Differentiation
	The most able must be encouraged to plan for vocabulary and paragraphing. 
The least able can be directed to a planning format.


N. Malkin NE Lincs LA 2009


