Implementing the Renewed Framework

Day 3 Session 5 Handout 5.2


Underperforming Groups

Handout 5.2: Diagnosing misunderstanding in mathematics
Take an objective that relates to the strand of mathematics that you and your school have identified as a priority and that you plan to teach to your class. Devise a set of questions to use with a group of children in your class that you have identified as underperforming. Depending on time you might have to carry this task, work alongside a colleague and carry out a similar exercise with them.

 Consider:

· how you might build into your planning opportunities to ask these questions

· whether there are opportunities within starter activities, within the plenary or how to create time for working with the group in the main part of the lesson. 

Consider what strategies you might use to support these children and to address the diagnosed problems. These might include:

· use of particular models and images

· use of practical resources that offer wide variety of examples

· exceptional cases that test children’s assumptions and move their thinking on 

· specific activities to develop mathematical vocabulary or language

· the use of talk partners

· the use of ICT

Finally, consider how you might organise the support you plan to provide. This might include:
· tailoring of intervention resources to meet the specific needs of your underperforming children

· making use of additional adults and alternative resources

· deciding whether more time could be allocated to supporting these children

· integrating any intervention materials into the whole curriculum

Attached to this handout is a recording sheet that you might use to keep a record of the task and bring to the next day for reference.
During the next centre-based day, Day 5 of the programme, there will be an opportunity to share with colleagues your questions, children’s responses and your outline plans for supporting the group of children.

 Recording Sheet
	Identified focus:

Objective:



	Questions:



	Description of diagnosis of children’s misunderstanding:



	Mathematical activities to support these children:



	Organisational structure for delivering activities:




